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Dear   Parents/Guardians, 
         Welcome back to another fun year in the 
“Valley”.  I have some creative projects 
planned for my 16th year at GV!  Thank you 
for taking the time to read the Glenns Valley 
Illustration. This newsletter will come home 
bimonthly with your child to provide updates 
about your child’s adventures in art.  
    I would like to share the GV art curriculum, 
goals, and visual art standards with you. As a 
GV artist, your child will be spending a great 
deal of time exploring: 
Art History: How do cultures, time per iods 
and technology influence artists and how do  
artists influence the world?  How is the study 
of art important in every day life? 
Art Criticism: How do we descr ibe, inter-
pret, analyze and evaluate art? 
Aesthetics: What makes a piece of ar t work 
special? How is the value of art determined? 
Is knowing what the artist intended important 
to the appreciation of a work of art?                        
Art Production: How do ar tists get ideas? 
Do artists work with a plan in mind or just 
“create”? 
      Making connections with culture, history, 
and famous artists are significant focal points 
in my lessons. As your child studies these 
connections they will develop problem solv-
ing skills, organization, time management and  
dexterity.  My goal is that your child will not 
only expand his or her knowledge of art, but 
also gain a greater sense of themselves as a 
truly unique individual with creative ideas to 
explore and share.  
     I am dedicated to providing every student 
with a wide range of artistic experiences.  
Your child’s adventures in art will include art 
production, reading, research, talking and 
writing about art. I am looking forward to a 
great year of working together to provide the 
best education and experiences for your child!        
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    The artists of Glenns Valley are off to a 
fantastic start. This year your child will 
benefit from a multicultural curriculum. 
This diverse program gives me the oppor-
tunity to incorporate classroom themes into 
art projects throughout the year. 
     Students will discover connections be-
tween artwork and their cultures of origin. 
Student lead discussions comparing artwork 

will be generated by their creativity and careful obser-
vations.         
       The Valley artists will adventure into the lives of 
world famous artists: Pablo Picasso, Louise Nevelson, 
and Dale Chihuly, just to name a few. We will also 
study the ancient cultures of Egypt, Greece, and parts of 
Asia. During the first nine weeks we are studying the 
life and art of Post-Impressionist painter Vincent van 
Gogh.  

Multicultural Curriculum 

Featured Artist 
        Glenns Valley has been study-
ing the life and art of Vincent van 
Gogh.  First, second and third grade 
are creating their own version of 
Vincent Van Gogh’s The Starry 
Night. 3rd grade is personalizing 
their Starry Night by turning it into 
an Indianapolis cityscape. The Artists 

of Glenns Valley have been learning about Van Gogh’s 
choppy brush stokes creating their picture with “dabs” 
and “swishes”.  Third and Fourth grade are observing 
posed objects like Van Gogh and are creating a sun-
flower still-life. Fifth grade is learning about one point 
perspective and are recreating their bedroom on paper, 
just as Van Gogh did.   
        Vincent Van Gogh was a Post-Impressionist paint-
er, known for his landscapes, portraits and still-lifes. 
He only sold one painting during his life. Now Vincent 
Van Gogh is a celebrated artist and his paintings and 
drawings are in museums all around the world.  The 
Indianapolis Museum of Art has one of his landscapes 
in their collection and I encourage you to go and see his 
expressive brush strokes in person. 



Sincerely,  

Mrs. Rissel 
Mrs. Rebecca Rissel 
Glenns Valley Art Teacher   
Phone: (317) 789-2857  
rrissel@perryschools.org 

Art to Remember 

Wish List 

    Our school, in conjunction 
with Art to Remember, is 
offering an opportunity to 
have your child’s original 
artwork reproduced onto a 
variety of quality items including: iPhone cas-
es, wall calendars, necklaces, ceramic plates, 
lunch bags, magnets, coffee mugs, ornaments, 
and T-shirts. These items make creative gifts 
and keepsakes for friends and family. Order 
packets will be sent home on Sept. 21st and 

the products will be ready 
in time for the holiday 
season.  Look for more 
information in the next 
volume of the Glenns 
Valley Illustration.  

     Later this year the 
GV artists will be 
learning about and 
creating their own 
Terra Cotta Warriors 
out of paper and clay.  
     The Terra Cotta 
Warriors are a clay 

army, buried for centuries, protecting the 
tomb of China’s first emperor. The warriors 
were originally painted in bold, vibrant col-
ors. Experts believe that there are more than 
8,000 Terra Cotta Warriors, 130 chariots, 
and 670 horses. Archeologists have also 
found acrobats, musicians, and birds.  

The Emperor’s Painted 
Army  

   I have a short wish list 
for the art room. Many 
of these are recycled 
items found around the 
home. Any donations you 

can make will be greatly appreciated. 
 

1. Empty Pringles Cans (no crumbs please) 
2. Paper grocery sacks 
3. Empty thread spools 
4. CD’s (AOL etc.) 
5. Lysol disinfect-

ant spray 
6. Baby wipes 
7. Cotton Swabs 

(Q-tips) 
8. Cardboard drink 

Pablo Picasso  
   Pablo Picasso is a world 
famous painter known for 
his cubist portraits. He 
was born in 1881 in 
Spain, and by his death in 
1973, at the age of 92, 
Picasso created 22,000 
works of art! He worked 
in a variety of mediums, 

including paint, graphic arts, stage design, 
and ceramics mosaics. 
    This Fall the Glenns Valley artists will 
create their own Picasso composition in a 
variety of mediums. Fifth grade will design 
a cubism portrait out of clay. Third and 
fourth grade will create a cubist self portrait 
using color pencils and a burnishing tech-
nique to make the color shine. They will 
learn the proportions 
of a side view and 
front view face and 
incorporating both 
views creating a 
colorful portrait.  


