
Brave New World 

STUDY GUIDE 
 

ALDOUS LEONARD HUXLEY: 

 

● Life 1894-1963 

● Intellectual family, highly educated 

● Eye Ailment, almost blind, as a child 

● 1947 Moved to southern California 

● Died Nov. 22, 1963, the same day that President John F. Kennedy was 

assassinated 

● Other Novels: 

 Point Counter Point 

 Eyeless in Gaza 

 Brave New World, Revisited 

● Produced 47 books.  

          Critics claim he was a better essayist than novelist because he  

          Cared more about ideas than about plot or characters, and the                                   

          ideas often get in the way of the story. 

● Family divided time between London and Europe, mostly Italy, and 

traveled around the world seeing India and the United States 

● Experiences in fascist Italy, where Benito Mussolini led an 

authoritarian government provided material for BNW 

● Worried about dangers that threatened sanity, and published Brave 

New World Revisited, a set of essays on real-life problems and ideas 

like overpopulation, over-organization, and psychological techniques 

from salesmanship to hypnopaedia 

● Experimented with psychedelic mind-expanding drugs like mescaline 

and LSD---looking for a drug that would allow an escape from the self 

and yet be socially harmless (Soma in BNW) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THEMATIC INTENT: 
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UTOPIA: 

Utopian literature dates from the fifth century B.C.: 

● The Greek Aristophanes, in The Birds, sketched a Utopian city 

in the air meant to highlight the corruption of imperial Athens. 

● Socrates, in The Republic, imagines a controlled superstate---a 

scientifically organized cooperative community that receives 

systematic treatment and full expression.  Children are nurtured 

by the state, there is no marriage, eugenics and political 

repression are present and important 

● Sir Thomas More in Utopia, (1516) maintains that crime is the 

result of perverted social order---the worst:  ownership of 

property which should be enjoyed by all, regardless of birth 

● Religious allegory of late classical times and early Middle Ages 

like Augustine’s City of God or Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress 

(1675) promote individual salvation 

● Sir Francis Bacon in New Atlantis promised science as a 

liberator and universal benefactor (a Renaissance notion) 

● Jonathan Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels is a semi-Utopian narrative 

as well as a fierce satire that attacks the pettiness or grossness of 

man, and unleashes his bitterness against fate and human 

society. 

● Jean-Jacques Rousseau, in The Social Contract (1762) 

advocated an appeal to the simple dictates of nature in politics, 

religion, education, art, and living in general.  “Man is born free, 

and everywhere he is in chains.” 

● Thoreau’s Walden expresses the achievement of perfection by 

escaping the impact of culture through individual retreat---note 

the character of John in BNW. 

● BNW title comes from Shakespeare and John the Savage uses 

Shakespeare to obtain his entire education 

● Samuel Butler wrote Erewhon, an anagram for “nowhere” where 

disease is a crime and crime a disease; religion is performed like 

banking; machines are banned because they may become the 

masters of men 

● Edward Bellamy’s Looking Backward has a hero who is 

transported to Boston in the year 2000. 

● Experimental Utopian Communities are seen in New Harmony, 

Indiana, the Mennonites and Moravians, the Shakers, Mormons, 

and Zionists, and Brook Farm 
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● H.G. Wells writes The Time Machine and The War of he 

Worlds---master race vs. resentful serfs 

● James Hilton’s Lost Horizon brings back escapism ideas 

 

DYSTOPIA: 

Dystopia, a dystopian novel is a novel that offers a view of the future that is 

the opposite of utopian.  The novel offers a future that is horrific, 

nightmarish, and/or evil. 

 

Other famous dystopian novels: 

● George Orwell (Eric Blair) Animal Farm, 1984 

● Arthur C. Clarke   Childhood's End 

 

***Important:  Aldous Huxley wrote Brave New World in 1931, BEFORE 

Adolf Hitler came to power in Germany and BEFORE Joseph Stalin started 

the purges that killed millions of people in the Soviet Union.  He had no 

immediate real-life reason to make tyranny and terror major elements 

of his story. 

 

 

TITLE: 

 

William Shakespeare:  The Tempest "Oh Brave new world that has such 

people in it." 

 

Watch for references to Shakespearean plays (Hamlet, King Lear, Macbeth, 

and The Tempest) all through the novel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHARACTERS: 

There are several characters to whom you should pay attention: 

 

● Bernard Marx 
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● Lenina Crowne 

 

● John, the savage 

 

● Linda 

 

● Mustapha Mond 

 

● Benito Hoover 

 

● Helmholtz Watson 

 

● The Malpais 

 

The joke in the names! 

 

SOME COMMON TERMS: 

 

● Alphas, Betas, Gammas, Deltas, Epsilons 

 

● "Community, Identity, Stability" 

 

● Neo-Pavlovian  (Ivan Pavlov) 

 

● Bochansky Group 

 

● Malthusian Belt (Thomas Robert Malthus) 

 

● Our Ford 

 

● Soma 

 

● The Feelies 

 

CHAPTER 1: 

1. Note the setting of the novel.  One should especially note the sterility. 

2. Pay attention to the date.  You will understand later. 

● Bochansky process is a process that creates hundreds of cloned twins 
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● Freemartin is technically a female cow that has been genetically 

altered to have a male brain.  Here it represents an asexual person. 

 

CHAPTER 2: 

1. Notice the many totalitarian, brainwashing slogans. 

● Pavlovian comes from Ivan Pavlov, a famous early psychologist who 

did tests with conditioning of animals. 

● viviporous implies regular mammalian birth. 

 

CHAPTER 3: 

1. Notice the many references to real twentieth century history and to  

great literature. 

2. Sexuality is very present in this society.  What are the feelies?  Why  

would the government be so involved in the encouragement of open, 

promiscuous sexuality? 

3. The chapter ends with odd paragraph styling.  What purpose might 

this serve? 

 

CHAPTER 4: 

1. Pay attention to the castes. 

 

CHAPTER 5: 

1. What is soma?  Why is it encouraged? 

 

CHAPTER 6 and 7: 

1. The trip to the Indian reservation is crucial in that it offers a world that 

is opposite of the new world. 

 

2. What elements both good and bad does Huxley point out? 

 

3. Do not disregard the dance.  Why is this important? 

CHAPTER 8: 

1. Pay attention to the story of John and Linda. 

 

2. There are many allusions to Shakespeare from here to the end!  Why 

is this important thematically? 

 

CHAPTER 9 - 15: 

1. When John is taken back to London, that meeting could be taken as a 

confrontation of worlds.   
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● Whom does John meet? 

● What fascinates him? 

● What shocks him? 

● What disagreements does he have with this world? 

 

CHAPTER 16 and 17: 

1. These chapters are crucial in that they offer a direct conflict between 

John, the spokesperson for the old world, and Mustopha Mond, the 

spokesperson for the new world.  Pay close attention to this very 

intellectual, very contentious disagreement? 

 

2. Huxley is forcing the reader to ask "Is this new world with all its 

safety, hygiene, and "happiness" the world that you would choose?   

 

3. KEY QUESTION:  If we gain "happiness," if we give up pain, we 

must also give up passion.  Is the cost too high? 

 

CHAPTER 18:  

1. The conclusion to this novel is at best odd? 

 

2. Critically look at it.  What statement is made?  Do you 

agree/disagree?  Is there a better conclusion? 

 

 

WE WILL TAKE A TEST ON THIS 

NOVEL WITHIN THE FIRST WEEK 

OF SCHOOL! 
 


