
WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING FOR IN A COLLEGE? 

 

There are over 3000 colleges to choose from in the United States.  Before deciding which 

colleges you want to apply to, you need to identify the college characteristics that are right for 

you.  You should seek a ‘good match’ for yourself as it will enhance your ability to succeed 

academically and socially. 

 

TYPE OF INSTITUTION (Check all that apply.) 

 ____Two year  ____Public  ____Liberal arts college 

 ____Four Year ____Private  ____Research college 

    ____Either  ____Historically Black College (HBCU) 

       ____Hispanic Serving College 

       ____Religious affiliation 

SIZE (Check all that apply.) 

Schools come in a range of sizes.  In general small schools may be more personal, have smaller 

class sizes, more contact with professors and be more focused on undergraduates.  Larger 

schools typically offer more course choices, research opportunities, more activities and 

organizations and more anonymity. 

 ____Small (3,000 and under)  ____Large (10,000+) 

 ____Medium (3,000-10,000)  ____X-Large (25,000+)         _____No preference 

 

LOCATION (Check all that apply.) OR how many hours from home are you willing to travel? 

____ 

 ____Indianapolis area 

 ____Live at home and commute 

 ____Indiana 

 ____Out-of-state: ___Midwest ____South ____East ____West 

 List any cities/states that you would like to consider: 

 

 ________________ _______________ _______________ _____________ 

 

SETTING (Check all that apply.)      GENDER 

 ____Urban (large city like Chicago, Cincinnati)   ____Single gender 

 ____Suburban (University of Indianapolis)    ____Co-ed 

 ____Rural (St. Joseph College/Taylor University)   ____No preference 

 ____No preference 

 

CAMPUS LIFE (Check all that apply.)  What activities must be present on your campus? 

 ____Diverse student body  ____Fraternities/sororities ____On-campus 

housing 

 ____Drama, music, other arts  ____Religious affiliation

 ____Newspaper/radio/TV 

____Politically active   ____Athletics/school spirit ____Intramurals 

____Weekend life on campus  ____Service activities  ____Study abroad 

____Internships/co-op  ____Employment  ____ROTC 



____Other_______________________________________________________________

___ 

 

 

 

MAJORS 

Most students are not sure what they want to study in college and they explore options in 

their first two years.  Some students have a career goal and/or major in mind.  What are 

your thoughts on majors?  Undecided is an acceptable choice, as well, if you truly have 

NO idea. 

 

_______________ _______________ _______________ _______________ 

 

 

SELECTIVITY 

Colleges vary in selectivity.  Community colleges and junior colleges typically admit all 

applicants.  Highly selective private schools may take less than one percent of those who 

submit; many colleges admit 70 percent of all applicants.  As you think about schools, 

consider selectivity and how you compare to other applicants.  You should consider your 

gpa, core gpa and rigor of courses in comparison to admitted freshmen.  How do your test 

scores (PSAT, ACT or SAT) compare? 

 

 _____Highly Selective (accept about 12% or less) ____Moderate (select 60-

75%) 

 _____Selective (select about 25-50%)  ____Open admission (accepts 

all) 

 

____1.  On a scale of 1-10 (10 high), how eager are you for the college experience? 

 

____2.  Are you a first generation college bound student? (neither parent earned 4 yr. 

degree) 

 

____3.  Are you a 21
st
 Century Scholar? 

 

____4.  On a scale of 1-5 (5 high), what is your knowledge of college planning and 

 admissions process? 

 

____5.  Have you attended any college fairs? 

 

____6.  Have you visited any college campuses?  Which 

ones?_________________________ 

 

____7.  Are you interested in an athletic or fine arts scholarship? 

_______________________ 

 



8.  Which of the following are concerns for you in regards to college? (Check all that 

apply.) 

 

____Identifying colleges    ____Finances  ____Visiting Colleges     ____Testing 

____Staying organized       ____Writing essays ____Working with parents 

 

9.  List three words that describe you. 

 

____________________     _______________________     _______________________ 

 

10.  What is your favorite subject? Why? 

 

 

 

11.  What is your least favorite subject?  Why? 

12.  What is the last book you read that was not assigned in a 

class?_____________________ 

 

13.  What do you do in your free time? 

 

 

 

14.  What special activity, interest or passion do you have? 

 

 

 

15.  What three words would your friends use to describe you?  (Can use the ones in #8) 

 

________________________    ________________________   

______________________ 

 

____16.  How important is cost as a factor in your selection of a post-secondary institute? 

a.It is the determinant     b.Very Important   c.Important    d.It will be a factor   e.Not 

important 

 

____17.  Will you be applying for financial aid via the FAFSA or CSS Profile? 

 

____18.  Have you researched scholarships? 

 

____19.  Are you considering an Early Decision application?  

Where?___________________ 

 

____20.  Are you considering an Early Action application?  

Where?____________________ 

 

____21.  Do you have an up-to-date resume on College and Career Connections? 



 

22.  What do you bring or what do you think you will contribute to a campus community? 

 

 

 

 

 

23.  Are there any family, health or personal situations that have impacted your 

education?  Explain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24. What is a challenge you have faced and how did you cope or change with the 

challenge?  Could you have addressed it differently?  How have your grown from this 

experience? 

 


