
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An Open Letter to our Perry Township Community, 
 
 
The topic of ISTEP Testing has been headline news for the past several weeks.   Since 
2009, the ISTEP has been modified three times.   It is now double in length because it 
was aligned with new state and federal requirements.   The test includes questions that 
will be used to craft future exams.  ISTEP is scheduled to begin February 25th for 
students in grades 3-8. 
 
The proposed length of the test, in some cases over twelve hours long, has raised 
concerns for many parents and educators, including your Perry Township Schools’ staff.   
Your teachers are committed to maintaining a focus on educating the children in our 
community, regardless of the constant political posturing that is occurring in downtown 
Indianapolis.   
 
Today is February 13, 2015.   In just twelve days, our students are to begin taking the 
ISTEP assessment.   Next week, in just three days, our students are scheduled to take 
practice ISTEP tests.  Rumors abound regarding the direction we are to take on the 
concerns of this test.   I was hopeful to gain some final direction on the ISTEP today.   
There was much discussion, but no final decision was made during the Indiana 
Department of Education meeting this morning. 
 
I want to assure our Perry Township community we are going to continue to provide 
quality educational programs focused on meeting the needs of the children placed 
under our care.  When we receive final and solid direction on ISTEP test administration 
from the Department of Education, we will review the information provided and revise 
our testing schedules as necessary.     
 
Today, there was much discussion about shortening the length of the test.  I am 
optimistic that this will indeed occur.  When we are notified of the final changes in the 
testing schedule, you will be notified by your school administrators.     
 
 
 
Dr. Thomas, J. Little, Jr. 
Superintendent 
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