
10 PRE-AP Summer Reading Adventure 
Hello! Since many of you are going to be in my class for the 
first time, and some of you have been in my class already, I 
thought I would introduce myself. My name is Ms. Sheehan, 
and I am very excited to be taking on ALL the 10 Pre-AP 
classes next year. At school, I keep myself busy with Creative 
Writing Club and StuVo, and I love Perry Meridian with all my 
heart and hope you do as well. Obviously, there are a lot of 
unknowns when it comes to next year, and we will tackle 
whatever challenges come, but for now, let’s breathe a sigh of 
relief that summer is here (even if it doesn’t feel like a normal 
summer) and hope for the best. I’m excited to be your 

teacher. 

1. To make your lives easier, I would like you to join the Remind for our class next year NOW, so I can 
communicate with you over the summer if needed. (Yes, my current students should join as well.)  

Text @2021preap to 81010.  

2. Next, if you are interested in being a part of Creative Writing Club and/or a writer or director for FEST, 
you need to join this Google Classroom. Code: fbjb3ss The applications are in the classroom and will be 
due by Friday, May 29th.  

3. The rest of this packet is dedicated to the Summer Reading Requirements. Please read it carefully. You 
can email me (jsheehan@perryschools.org) with questions.  

First off, why do we do summer reading assignments for Pre-AP and AP English courses? 

BECAUSE SUCCESSFUL PEOPLE READ. 

1. Reading in general is a requirement for Pre-AP and AP. Successful students are those who choose to read outside 
and beyond class assignments. It is important for you to continue reading outside class and during the summer and 
holiday breaks. And remember, the best writers are always prolific readers. 

2. You are encouraged to use your summer break to read as much as possible, but for my class, you are going to be 
required to read a book from American Literature that connects to a major component of the American identity. (If 
reading a book over summer break seems like a nightmare for you, you might want to reconsider your choice to be in 
Pre-AP (and eventually AP) classes. No judgment...but it’s important. 

3. These books will make you think, and they are rich in literary and rhetorical analysis possibilities, but they are not 
too challenging for you to conquer without my guidance.  

4. These books will allow us to begin our conversation about the American identity, which is the focus of the entirety 
of next year, and you will be able to use them on a number of synthesis writing assignments, when relevant.  

The Adventure: Next year, you will be studying America and its roots. To be honest, I have no idea what your cultural 
knowledge and/or awareness is, and that’s okay. You don’t have to be any kind of an expert at this stage in the game. 
After next year, what you might know most is that there is still a lot you don’t know. However, understanding what 
shaped the past will better help you understand the present and better prepare you for the future. So, you are going to 
begin a study of the American identity this summer, and you are going to do that through the artistic expression of 
Americans both past and present. The relationship of art to culture is at best complex.  Undoubtedly, art reflects a 
culture by expressing its core values and by expressing the changes that take place within that culture, but art can 
also be a driving force for change.  It can challenge people to see new ideas and new perspectives.   
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STEP 1: Do a little research on these books. You will be picking ONE of the following to study for the summer. Each 
is thematically connected to an aspect of identity, specifically the American identity. (The info in brackets is the basic 
identity connection.) These books are from various time periods and genres, and they vary in length, style, and 
difficulty. If explicit language or violence is an issue for you to read, pay extra attention when researching the books, 
as some have more mature content and language than others.  

1. Fahrenheit 451 (Ray Bradbury) [independent thinking, technology, progress] 
2. Of Mice and Men (John Steinbeck)  [poverty, dreams, friendship, sacrifice] 
3. House on Mango St (Sandra Cisneros) [identity, family, cultural heritage] 
4. The Things They Carried (Tim O’Brien) [war, personal narrative, pain] 

 
STEP 2: Make your choice. Make your choice fairly quickly. You will need to get these books on your own. (That will 
become a norm of AP English classes, but if you have a financial issue, please let Miss Sheehan know.) 

STEP 3: Before you read, learn more about the books you have chosen. Learn about the authors. Learn about the 
context. It’s okay if something is spoiled for you in the learning process because your job is going to be bigger than 
knowing ‘what happens’ in the story. Because you are using these books to connect to the American identity, you 
need to know about the role they played / are playing before you even begin reading. This is the mentality we will take 
with every text we read next year. You can write this information down, or you can just internalize it, but don’t skip 
this very important step! 

STEP 3: Read with a pen (or pencil) in hand and an open mind. You will annotate your books in a way that benefits 
you (don’t stress about this, but make sure you are reading with a purpose), reacting most to what the text is teaching 
you about identity. Allow yourself to get wrapped up into the story, but don’t forget the important context that you 
have been given. What are these books saying about the American identity?  

STEP 4: Once you have read the texts, come to a conclusion about a thematic idea (BIG, ABSTRACT idea) that your 
book conveys. This will likely be one word, such as: injustice, love, greed, adventure, individualism, depression, 
ambition, etc. Brainstorm all the messages, direct and indirect, that this book conveys about your chosen BIG IDEA. 
Your brainstorming should illustrate a strong understanding of the novel. 

STEP 5: After you read your book, I want you to pick another created American work (tv show, movie, book, play, 
cartoon, news article, short story, song, poem, painting, etc.) that has something to say about the thematic idea you 
have chosen. (It doesn’t have to have the same message, just something to say about the idea.) 

For instance: If you pick The House on Mango Street, maybe you realize that you want your thematic idea to be about 
identity, and you pick The Hate U Give, which ALSO says a lot about identity. You will repeat the brainstorming 
process with your second source (you could do it on the back of the page).  

STEP 6: Because we don’t know exactly what school will be like, reading your book, finding a second source, and 
doing your brainstorming (do it on paper...make it easily accessible) will be all you are asked to do for the summer 
assignment. When school starts, you will be working with the novel as we begin to define the American identity.  

STEP 6: BONUS STEP: Talk with people about what you are thinking / learning about. This can be a parent or a 
grandparent or a sibling or a friend. Depending on your choice, you could be confronted with some painful truths 
about war, or you might understand race in a way you have never understood before, or you might feel like the 
American Dream is a scam. Talk about these things. You don’t have to agree with the messages of your books, but I 
want you to engage in thinking about them. I can’t police this step, but this is SO IMPORTANT in the learning process.  

 

Engage. Read. Think. Repeat.        See you soon. 


