
The Power of One   
Understanding Types of Government  

 

Governments based on Economy 

• Capitalism—People run their own businesses & must buy health care, other services. 

• Socialism—The government owns many of the larger industries and provide health care, 
welfare, and education while allowing citizens some economic choices. 

• Communism—All of the businesses in a communist country are owned by the government 
which provides and limits education, welfare and health care. 
 

Governments based on Politics 

• Dictatorship—A single leader who has not been elected and who uses force to keep control. 
In a military dictatorship, the army is in control; public opinion is ignored and citizens have 
few rights. 

• Totalitarianism—Government by a single political party in total control which may prevent its 
citizens from leaving the country. 

• Theocracy—Rulers claim to be carrying out the dictates of a deity which empowers them with 
total control of the country. 

• Monarchy—A monarchy has a king or queen, an inherited position, who sometimes has 
complete control. 

• Parliamentary—This government is run by members of parliament who are elected by the 
people. Each representative remains as long as his/her party is in power. 

• Republic—Representatives are elected for a set period of time in a republic. These 
representatives make the laws. 

• Anarchy—This lack of organized government often occurs after a civil war when the 
government has been deposed and there is no alternate government to take its place. 

 
Governments based on Authority 

• Revolutionary—The existing government in a country can be overturned through a revolution 
which can be mounted by a large or small opposition. If successful, the revolt leads to a new 
form of government. 

• Totalitarian—Elections in totalitarian governments simply allow citizens to vote for the only 
candidates on the ballot, the ones approved by the government. 

• Oligarchy/Plutocracy—This type of government limits the participation to the chosen few, 
usually the rich, to make the decisions for all. 

• Democracy—Everyone who is eligible to vote elects all the officials. Most of the population in 
a democracy is eligible, with age the main factor. 
 
 
 

Remember that most countries are ruled by a combination of two or more of these systems. 
The USA is capitalistic is some ways but the government does provide some services. It is 
a democratic republic because its citizens participate in free elections but elect officials to 
represent them in the Senate and House of Representatives. 
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